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Abstract

The theory of the Imamate in Imam1 thought underwent a fundamental
transformation in the second half of the third century AH, during the
Minor Occultation: after the martyrdom of Imam al-Hasan al-Askarf,
the Imami community faced a succession crisis and the rise of rival
currents (the Neo-Wagifites, Ja‘farites, and Muhammadites). In this
milieu, ‘All b. Muhammad ‘Allan al-Kulayni al-Razi (fl. 279 AH)
sought to document and consolidate the Imamate of the Twelfth Imam
in his Akhbar al-Qa’im; the work is lost, but many of its traditions
survive in al-Kafi. The aim of this article is to identify and analyze the
components of ‘Allan’s theory of the Imamate, with emphasis on the
Imamate of the Twelfth Imam, and his role in consolidating Imam1
doctrine. The study applies a historical-theological analysis to the
traditions transmitted from ‘Allan al-Kulayni in al-Kaft. ‘Allan
emphasized the necessity of a divinely appointed proof (hujja), the
Imam’s designation by explicit text (nass), the restriction of an
Imamate held by two brothers to al-Hasan and al-Husayn, the
transmission of the Imamate from father to son, the legitimacy of a
minor’s Imamate, the continued life of the Twelfth Imam, and his
Occultation as a divinely ordained reality. ‘Allan’s extensive
transmission of traditions on the birth of the Twelfth Imam,
eyewitness accounts of him, his Occultation, and the explicit
designation of al-Hujja as Imam reflects a deliberate effort to meet the
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doctrinal challenges of his time and defend the Twelver theory of the
Imamate in the most critical period of Shi‘i history.

Introduction

The Imamate is one of the most fundamental components of Imami
doctrinal identity and a principal point of distinction between Imamis
and other Islamic currents. Whereas the caliphate, in the dominant
Islamic tradition, has been understood mainly as the political and
social administration of the Muslim community, grounded in
mechanisms such as election, allegiance, or consensus, the Imamate in
Shi‘i thought is a divine office that continues prophetic guidance,
serves as the authority for expounding religion, and mediates divine
grace. This theory nonetheless developed gradually. Political and
social changes and the disputes that followed the death of each Imam
produced divergent views on the nature of the Imamate, the number of
Imams, their qualifications, and the transmission of the office, until a
coherent theory took shape based on a continuous line of twelve
Imams, divine designation, and infallibility.

This process reached a critical stage in the second half of the third
century AH. After the death of Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askari, the question
of his successor and the lack of public access to him plunged the
Imami community into a crisis that the sources describe as perplexity
(hayra), compounded by rival currents such as the Neo-Wagifites, the
Ja'farites, and the Muhammadites. Imami1 thought had to move from a
theory of a present Imam to one of a hidden Imam. ‘Ali b. Muhammad
‘Allan al-Kulayni al-Razi (fl. 279 AH), an Imam1 traditionist active at
this transition, contributed to this effort through his Akhbar al-Qa’im,
a collection of traditions on the Qa’im, his attributes, and his
Occultation. Although the work is lost, many of its traditions survive
in al-Kafi of Muhammad b. Ya‘qtib al-Kulayni. This study asks how
‘Allan explained and defended the Imamate, centred on the hidden
Imam, at the outset of the Minor Occultation, and aims to reconstruct
the main components of his theory of the Imamate.

Literature Review

Classical Imami works devoted to the theory of the Imamate include
al-Shaykh al-Mufid’s Awa’il al-maqalat, which defines the Imamate
as a general divine leadership in religious and worldly affairs and
stresses the rational necessity of appointing an Imam, and al-Sharif al-
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Murtada’s al-Shaft f1 al-imama, a major rational and textual defence
of divine designation written in response to the Mu‘tazili theologian
al-Qadt ‘Abd al-Jabbar. Among contemporary Imami scholars,
Murtada Mutahhari’s Imamat va rahbarT analyzes the historical, social,
and doctrinal dimensions of succession to the Prophet, and ‘Al
Rabbani Gulpayigani’s Imamat dar binish-i Islami examines the
definition, necessity, appointment, infallibility, and knowledge of the
Imams. In Western scholarship, Wilferd Madelung’s The Succession
to Muhammad offers a historical-critical study of the early caliphate.
No independent study, however, has reconstructed “Allan al-Kulayni’s
theory of the Imamate, with emphasis on the Imamate of the Twelfth
Imam, on the basis of his traditions in al-Kafi.

Methodology

The study employs a historical-theological method, and its main data
are the traditions transmitted from ‘Allan al-KulaynT in al-Kafi. First,
his traditions concerning the foundations of the Imamate, and
especially the Imamate of the Twelfth Imam, are identified and
classified. Their content is then analyzed in relation to the historical
context and doctrinal issues of the Imami community in the second
half of the third century AH, and the doctrinal components that can be
derived from them are distinguished and examined. Since Akhbar al-
Qa’im itself is lost, the reconstruction rests on the surviving evidence;
the study therefore distinguishes between the direct content of the
traditions and the conclusions drawn from them about ‘Allan’s
thought. The article proceeds in three parts: theories of the Imamate in
the Minor Occultation centred on the succession to the eleventh Imam,
drawing especially on heresiographical sources; an introduction to
‘Allan al-Kulayni; and the components of his theory of the Imamate of
the Twelfth Imam.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that ‘Allan al-Kulayni, writing amid the
succession crisis that followed the death of Imam al-Hasan al-‘Askari
and the rise of the Neo-Wagqifites, the Ja'farites, and the
Muhammadites, emphasized a set of principles that together form a
coherent theory of the Imamate: the necessity of the continuous
existence of a divinely appointed proof (hujja); the designation of the
Imam through explicit text (nass); the restriction of an Imamate held
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by two brothers to al-Hasan and al-Husayn; the transmission of the
Imamate from father to son; the legitimacy of the Imamate of a minor;
the continued life of the Twelfth Imam; and his Occultation as a
divinely ordained reality.

The study concludes that ‘Allan’s extensive transmission of
traditions on the birth of the Twelfth Imam, eyewitness accounts of
him, his Occultation, and the explicit designation of al-Hujja as Imam
reflects a deliberate effort to address the doctrinal challenges of his
time and to defend the Twelver theory of the Imamate in one of the
most critical periods in the history of Shi‘ism. Reconstructing his
thought thereby clarifies the role of Imami traditionists in the
formation and consolidation of the theory of the Imamate at the
beginning of the Occultation.

Keywords: Imamate; Twelfth Imam; Minor Occultation; ‘Allan al-
Kulaynt; Akhbar al-Qa’im; al-Kaff.
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