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Abstract

The question of the Imamate and succession to the Prophet is the most
fundamental source of divergence between Shi‘i and Sunni Muslims
and has historically generated wide-ranging theological disputes
concerning knowledge of the Origin, of the Guides, and of the
Destination. The study asks how loyalty to the principles of Shi‘ism
can be balanced with the necessity of Islamic convergence, and what
‘Abd al-Jalil Qazvini’s views are on this question. The study aims to
explain the most important doctrinal challenges between the two
schools and to analyze the conciliatory (taqribi) solutions proposed by
‘Abd al-Jalil Qazvini in al-Naqgd (sixth century AH), since examining
historical models of convergence in periods of tension can illuminate
contemporary challenges. The study employs a descriptive-analytical
method based on a textual analysis of al-Naqd. Adopting a “moderate
rationalism,” Qazvini proposes solutions such as rejecting the takfir of
Muslims on the basis of their profession of the two testimonies,
accepting the authority of the apparent meaning of the Qur’an while
criticizing reports of its distortion, and offering a realistic
interpretation of the Companions’ conduct that seeks to justify it and
avoids vilification. One of the best models of convergence is
“accepting theological differences while maintaining peaceful
coexistence.” Although Qazvint at times falls into polemical excess,
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his thought, with its emphasis on shared rational principles and its
rejection of exaggeration (ghuluww), has considerable potential to
strengthen Islamic unity in contemporary societies.

Introduction

The question of the Imamate and succession to the Prophet is the most
fundamental point of divergence between Shi‘i and Sunni Muslims.
Over time, it extended beyond a political-historical dispute into
theological, epistemological, and identity-related domains, giving rise
to wide-ranging controversies over knowledge of the Origin, of the
Guides, and of the Destination. In the sixth/twelfth century, as Shi‘ism
was spreading in Rayy, Qom, Kashan, and other parts of Iran,
convergent and divergent approaches confronted each other sharply,
in circumstances that bear many similarities to the present. A clear
example of divergent efforts is Ba'd fada’ih al-rawafid, attributed to
Shihab al-Din Shafi‘t Razi, to which ‘Abd al-Jalil Qazvini Razi
responded in al-Nagd. Qazvini combined a firm defence of core Shi‘i
doctrines with the avoidance of exaggeration (ghuluww), vilification,
and takfir, and he was among the first Shi‘i scholars to recognize
reason as one of the four sources of proof. Some of his conciliatory
positions, however, notably his justification of the second caliph’s
conduct in the attack on the house of Fatima, have drawn criticism
from other Shi‘i scholars. The central question of this study is how
Qazvini reconciled full loyalty to the principles of Shi‘ism with the
preservation of Islamic brotherhood and the rejection of takfir, and
what model of affirming sectarian identity alongside Islamic
rapprochement he offers. The study aims to explain the most
important doctrinal challenges between the two schools and to

analyze, and where necessary critique, Qazvini’s solutions.

Literature Review

Apart from the proceedings of the congress held in Qom in honour of
‘Abd al-Jalil Razi, published scholarship on him remains limited. Of
the twenty-five papers published from that congress, ten are
theological, yet none treats sectarian convergence in detail; they
examine, among other topics, his heresiographical remarks (Ahmadi
Julfa'1), the content and method of al-Naqd (Ustadi), the features of
the ustli Shi‘a (Safari), his doctrine of God and the divine attributes
(Biyabani Uskii'1), and his use of hadith (Ihsanifar). Several journal
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articles address convergence in his thought: Ja'fariyan on Qazvini and
the idea of sectarian understanding; Dadashnizhad and ‘Alijant on the
contrasting methods of Qazvini’s al-Naqd and Ibn Shahrashiib’s
Mathalib al-nawasib; Ma miir1 on Islamic unity in ustli Shi‘i thought;
and Layali, Mohammadi, and Shariatmadari on the theological
foundations of convergence in Qazvini’s view. The last of these is
closest to the present study, which, however, moves beyond
foundations to identify the most important doctrinal challenges
themselves, present Qazvini’s solution to each, and critique these
solutions where necessary.

Methodology

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method based on close
textual and ijtihadi analysis of the critical edition of al-Naqd.
QazvinT’s responses to the charges raised in Fada’ih al-rawafid were
collected and classified, following the threefold division of Islamic
theology, under knowledge of the Origin, knowledge of the Guides
(the Imamate), and knowledge of the Destination, each with its sub-
issues. His theological claims were then assessed against definitive
reason, the apparent meaning of the texts, and the unambiguous
teachings of the Qur’an and the Sunna, in order to determine their
effectiveness, the strength of their arguments, and, in some cases, their
questionable aspects. The study is confined to doctrinal challenges and
does not address ethical or practical ones.

Conclusion

The study shows that al-Nagd, in addition to expounding the
theological foundations of Shi‘ism, offers a model of intra-Islamic
coexistence grounded in moderate rationalism. In knowledge of the
Origin, Qazvini grounds the principles of religion in reason, holding
that the Shi‘a follow reason in the principles of faith and the Imams in
its branches, and he rejects reports that contradict the Qur’an or
rational certainty. He addresses disputes over monotheism and
polytheism by appeal to rational proof rather than contested reports,
rejects takfir on the basis of the profession of the two testimonies,
affirms that the Qur’an is free from distortion while criticizing reports
suggesting otherwise, and accepts interpretation (ta’wil) only insofar
as it agrees with the apparent meaning of the text.
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In knowledge of the Guides, he upholds designation (nass) as the
basis of the Imamate yet regards those who set it aside as mistaken in
their ijtihad, not as unbelievers. He distinguishes God’s intrinsic
knowledge of the unseen from the knowledge bestowed on the
Prophet and the Imams, and uses the doctrine of infallibility to reject
reports that impugn the prophets. He separates historical criticism of
the Companions from vilification, declaring that cursing them is
neither a principle of Imami belief nor a means of salvation. On the
death of Fatima, he affirms the historicity of the event while leaving
judgement of the second caliph’s intention to God, a position some
Shi‘i scholars may regard as excessive conciliation. In knowledge of
the Destination, he bases salvation on faith and righteous action rather
than sectarian or geographical affiliation, and affirms raj'a while
rejecting vengeance-centred reports about it.

The study concludes that, despite occasional polemical excesses,
al-Naqgd offers a model for managing intra-Islamic differences that
rests on accepting theological differences while maintaining peaceful
coexistence, a model that can strengthen Islamic unity in
contemporary societies, particularly in the face of takfirT currents.

Keywords: Convergence of Islamic Schools; ‘Abd al-Jalil Qazvini
Razi; al-Naqd; Doctrinal Challenges; Rapprochement of Islamic
Schools (Taqrib).
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