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Abstract

Ayatollah Javadi Amoli’s theory of theistic science rests on two
pillars: (a) all knowledge that attains certainty or rational confidence is
religious, and there is no secular science; and (b) transmitted religious
sources should be used, through ijtihad, alongside rational and
empirical sources. The central question is whether the mere certainty
or reliability of a scientific proposition makes it religious, and whether
transmitted sources can play an epistemic role in all sciences,
particularly the empirical sciences. The article critically examines
these two pillars and briefly compares his view with that of Ayatollah
Misbah Yazdi. Using an analytical-critical method and, to some
extent, a comparative approach, the study examines the foundations
and components of Javadi Amoli’s theory of theistic science. The first
pillar fails to consider the role of religious presuppositions in the truth
and realism of scientific theories. As for the second, his emphasis on
transmitted sources cannot be accepted for a large part of the sciences,
especially the empirical sciences, because the purpose of religion is
human felicity and religion offers no program for these sciences,
which are neither religious nor secular. Javadi Amoli’s theory is
untenable because it neither explains the role of religious foundations
and presuppositions nor justifies extending transmitted sources to
sciences about which religion has no specific epistemic content.
Theistic science is instead possible in two domains: knowledge related
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to religious values and human felicity, and descriptive knowledge
about which religion offers a specific account.

Introduction

The possibility, nature, and scope of theistic science have been among
the important and controversial issues in contemporary philosophy of
science and philosophy of religion. The central question is whether the
sciences, particularly the natural and human sciences, can
meaningfully be characterized as theistic or religious, or whether
scientific knowledge is essentially neutral with respect to religious
commitments. Among contemporary Muslim thinkers, Ayatollah
Abdullah Javadi Amoli has developed one of the most comprehensive
accounts of theistic science. His position rests on two principal claims.
First, all sciences that attain certainty or rationally warranted
confidence are inherently religious, because genuine knowledge
reveals reality and, ultimately, the works of God; there is thus no
secular science as such, only religious or secular scientists. Second,
the development of theistic science requires the use of transmitted
religious sources, alongside reason and empirical experience, through
ijtihad. Assessing this view helps clarify two basic questions: whether
the certainty or reliability of a scientific proposition suffices to make it
religious, and whether transmitted sources can play an epistemic role
in producing or completing theories across all sciences, especially the
empirical sciences. This article critically examines both claims and
briefly compares Javadi Amoli’s view with that of Ayatollah Misbah
Yazdi.

Literature Review

Previous discussions of Javadi Amoli’s account have primarily
adopted explanatory, defensive, or analytical approaches. Some
studies have sought to clarify or defend his conception of theistic
science, while others have critically examined his position,
particularly his claim that all certain or reliable sciences are inherently
religious. However, much of the existing critical literature has
concentrated on the first component of his theory, with comparatively
less attention given to his second claim concerning the epistemic role
of transmitted religious sources in the sciences. The present study
contributes to this discussion in two respects. First, it offers new
criticisms of the claim that every certain scientific discipline is
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inherently theistic. Second, it systematically examines the role Javadi
Amoli assigns to transmitted sources and evaluates whether such
sources can legitimately function as epistemic resources across
different scientific disciplines. The study also compares his position,
to a limited extent, with that of Misbah Yazdi, whose account
distinguishes between sciences unrelated to religion and those whose
foundations, values, or methods intersect with religious beliefs,
values, or commands.

Methodology

This study employs an analytical, critical, and comparative method.
First, Javadi Amoli’s account is reconstructed by examining its two
central components: the intrinsic religious character of certain or
rationally warranted scientific knowledge, and the integration of
transmitted sources with reason and empirical experience. Second,
these components are critically assessed in light of the distinction
between descriptive and normative sciences, the different epistemic
structures of the natural and human sciences, and the role of
philosophical and religious presuppositions in scientific theorizing.
Third, Javadi Amoli’s position is compared with Misbah Yazdi’s more
restricted account of theistic science. The study does not assume that
every scientific proposition is religiously neutral; rather, it examines
which parts of scientific knowledge can reasonably be characterized
as theistic and which should remain outside the religious/secular
dichotomy.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that Javadi Amoli’s theory faces two fundamental
difficulties. First, his claim that every certain or rationally warranted
science is inherently religious does not account for how religious and
secular presuppositions shape the content, conceptual framework, and
theoretical interpretation of scientific disciplines, and it therefore
offers no way of making existing sciences religious. Some areas of the
human sciences depend substantially on philosophical assumptions
and normative commitments; economic theories, for example, are
shaped by different conceptions of welfare, justice, interest, and
development. In such cases, religious assumptions can play a
constitutive role in determining what counts as a relevant fact and
which theoretical framework best explains a domain, and even in
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some natural sciences metaphysical assumptions affect the
formulation and justification of theories.

Second, his proposal to employ transmitted sources alongside
reason and empirical investigation is excessively broad. Although the
Qur’an and traditions occasionally refer to natural phenomena,
religion does not provide a scientific program for physics, chemistry,
biology, or medicine, since its primary purpose is human guidance and
felicity. That a certain scientific proposition is compatible with
religious truth does not make it a religious proposition; claiming
otherwise unnecessarily expands the domain of religion and blurs the
distinction between religious knowledge and knowledge that is merely
compatible with religion. Misbah Yazdi’s distinction between
descriptive and prescriptive sciences is largely helpful, but it
overlooks descriptive claims that religion itself makes about nature,
such as the creation of the world and of human beings, which belong
to theistic science even though they are not tied to human felicity.

The study therefore defends a moderate conception of theistic
science, which is possible in two domains: knowledge connected with
religious values and human felicity, which can be developed through
religious principles and, where epistemically possible, transmitted
sources; and descriptive knowledge about which religion advances a
substantive claim. By contrast, large areas of descriptive science on
which religion takes no position are neither theistic nor secular.
Theistic science is thus a selective and moderate project, neither
coextensive with all certain knowledge nor confined to the worldview
of scientists.

Keywords: Theistic Science; Islamic Science; Natural Sciences;
Human Sciences; Javadi Amoli.
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