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Abstract

The Occultation of the Imam of the Age and the lack of manifest
access to him raise serious questions about preserving the Shari‘a. The
central question is whether, during the Occultation, preserving the
Shari‘a depends exclusively on mechanisms such as [jma“ Tasharrufi,
or whether an interactive model is possible that combines the Imam’s
esoteric guidance with collective rationality and dynamic ijtihad. The
study seeks to explain how the Shari'a is preserved during the
Occultation and to move beyond ineffective traditional models.
Adopting a descriptive-analytical method and a theological-juristic
approach, the study critiques traditional models and proposes a more
effective one by explaining the synergy between the Imam’s esoteric
guidance and the methodological independence of jurisprudence.
Reducing the preservation of the Shari'a to mechanisms such as [jma’
Tasharrufi fails to meet contemporary jurisprudential challenges,
owing to the lack of conclusive proof that it discloses the Imam’s
view, the risk of sacralizing human agreement, and the constraints it
imposes on jurists’ scholarly independence. By contrast, the
Interactive Model shows that preserving the Shari‘a requires the
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synergy of two components: the esoteric and ontological guidance of
the Infallible Imam as the intermediary of divine grace, which
safeguards the spirit and overall integrity of religion; and the
institution of jurisprudence, which derives and applies rulings through
collective rationality, dynamic ijtthad, and methodological
independence. By avoiding the pitfalls of earlier models, the
Interactive Model secures the dynamism of jurisprudence amid rapid
historical change and more effectively safeguards the identity
coherence and theological structure of Shi‘ism.

Introduction

The ultimate purpose of the prophetic mission and of divine law
(Shari‘a) is the guidance and existential perfection of human beings.
In Imami theology, the Imamate is regarded as the continuation of
prophethood, with the distinction that the Imam does not bring a new
law but preserves, interprets, and elucidates the final Shari a.
Accordingly, one of the principal arguments for the necessity of an
infallible Imam in every age is the preservation of the Shari'a against
distortion, misinterpretation, and deviation.

The Occultation (ghayba) of the Imam of the Age, however, and
the resulting absence of manifest access to this infallible authority,
have raised serious theological and epistemological questions about
how the authentic rulings of religion can be preserved. The problem
becomes more acute given the plurality of legal interpretations and the
emergence of new jurisprudential questions, such as organ
transplantation and genetics, amid rapid historical change. The central
question of this study is whether, in the Age of Occultation, the
preservation of the Shari‘a depends exclusively on mechanisms such
as Ijma‘ Tasharrufi (a consensus held to disclose the Imam’s view
through an encounter with, or covert confirmation by, the Hidden
Imam), which may compromise jurists’ scholarly independence, or
whether an interactive model can be developed in which the Imam’s
esoteric guidance operates in synergy with collective rationality and
dynamic ijtihad. The study aims to offer a theological-social reading
of the Imam’s role in preserving the Shari‘a, to critically assess
traditional solutions, and to develop an effective interactive model.
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Classical Imami theologians, including al-Sharif al-Murtada, al-
Shaykh al-Tisi, and al-‘Allama al-Hilli, regarded the preservation of
the Shari‘a as one of the strongest arguments for the necessity of an
infallible Imam, whereas critics such as al-Qadi ‘Abd al-Jabbar
maintained that reason, consensus, and the religious sciences suffice
for this purpose. Recent scholarship on the Imam’s function during the
Occultation has largely addressed its ontological dimension,
examining the Imam as the intermediary of divine grace and his place
in the order of creation (Yusufiyan; Miqdadiyan; Nowrizi; Latifl).
Other studies have assessed the argument from the preservation of the
Shari‘a as a proof of the Imams’ infallibility (Rabbani Gulpayigani;
Qanbari) or have analyzed the Imam’s relation to jurisprudence in
light of Ijma® Tasharrufi (Sa‘'di). Despite these contributions, the
Imam’s function in preserving the Shari‘a has not been examined in
detail from a theological-social perspective that critically engages with
the epistemic mechanisms prevalent in the Age of Occultation,
particularly Ijma“® Tasharrufi and its implications for the dynamism of
ijtihad. The present study seeks to fill this gap.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and problem-oriented
method, combining theological and juristic analysis within a
theological-social reading. It proceeds in six steps: it clarifies the
concept of the Shari‘a and the theological and social foundations of its
preservation; analyzes the Imami theological arguments for the
Imam’s exclusive role in preserving it; compares Sunni and Imami
views on consensus (ijma‘); examines the challenge of the Occultation
and the alternative epistemic instruments of reason, the religious
sciences, and ijtihad; critically evaluates Ijma" Tasharruft as a case
study; and finally proposes an interactive model grounded in the
complementary roles of the Infallible Imam and the institution of
jurisprudence.

Conclusion

The study shows that preserving the Shari‘a is not merely a matter of
safeguarding texts and rulings, but a dynamic process that sustains the
identity of the religious community in the face of emerging
challenges. Because human reason and knowledge are fallible, reason,
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consensus, and the religious sciences can serve the Shari‘a but cannot
replace the Infallible Imam as its ultimate guardian. Nor can
consensus preserve it on its own: the Sunni doctrine that the
community cannot agree on error rests on contested evidence, whereas
for the Imamiyya consensus is authoritative only insofar as it discloses
the Imam’s view.

Ijma° Tasharrufi, which posits the Hidden Imam’s covert
intervention to prevent collective juristic error, must be distinguished
from the principle of divine grace (qa‘idat al-lutf), which grounds the
authority of a universal consensus without assuming any such
intervention. Despite its value for juristic unity, the theory faces four
problems: the lack of conclusive proof that a consensus discloses the
Imam’s view; the risk of sanctifying human agreement; the weakening
of jurists’ scholarly independence through reliance on unverifiable
confirmation; and a limited capacity to address newly emerging
questions.

The proposed Interactive Model combines two components: the
Imam’s esoteric and ontological guidance as the intermediary of
divine grace, which safeguards the spirit and integrity of religion; and
the institution of jurisprudence, which, through collective rationality
and dynamic ijtihad, interprets the sources and adapts rulings to the
exigencies of time and place. The jurist is thus not a substitute for the
Imam but the medium through which religious guidance is translated
into social practice. Unlike [jma“ Tasharrufi, the model does not rely
on unverifiable interventions; and unlike lutf-based consensus, it treats
the Imam’s guidance as continuously present in ijtithad, whether or not
consensus is reached.

The study concludes that the Shari‘a can be preserved in the Age
of Occultation neither by delegating the Imam’s role entirely to jurists
nor by awaiting occasional hidden interventions. The Interactive
Model upholds the theological status of the Imam while revitalizing
the scholarly independence of jurists, thereby securing the dynamism
of Sh1'1 jurisprudence and the identity and coherence of Shi‘ism.

Keywords: Preservation of the Shari‘a; Age of Occultation; [jma‘
Tasharruft; Esoteric Guidance; Infallible Imam; Dynamic Ijtihad;
Intermediary of Divine Grace.
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