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Abstract

Raj'a, defined as the return of individuals to life after death, is a
significant doctrine in Abrahamic religions and is closely associated
with the concept of divine justice. Despite the focus given to the
return of the dead by various religions, a comprehensive comparative
understanding of its significance in Islam, Judaism, and Christianity
has yet to be fully developed. This research aims to analyze the
concept of return within the context of divine justice, highlighting
both the differences and similarities across these three religions. The
research also seeks to identify the mechanisms of Raj'a and explain
how these mechanisms are reflected in various models of divine
justice. The research method involves a qualitative analysis of
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religious and theological texts, complemented by a comparative
approach that examines various religions and their philosophical and
theological frameworks. The findings indicate that, in Islam, the
concept of return is integral to a system of moral, historical, penal, and
promise-based justice. In Judaism, return and resurrection serve as
means to fulfill covenantal justice and historical promises. In
Christianity, the second coming of Christ represents the ultimate stage
of enacting redemptive and Christ-centered justice on a global and
cosmic scale. The research concludes that the return in the Abrahamic
religions, despite differing in time, scope, and nature, is integral to the
realization of divine justice. A comparative study of these returns
offers a deeper understanding of the relationship between morality,
history, and divine promises.

Introduction

The doctrine of raj'a (return) is a key eschatological concept in the
Abrahamic traditions, closely bound up with divine justice, human
destiny, and the fulfillment of divine promises. Judaism, Christianity,
and Imami Islam each interpret it differently. In Judaism, it is tied to
the revival of the people of Israel and the fulfillment of God’s promise
in history; in Christianity, it takes shape in the second coming of
Christ, the final judgment, and the cosmic restoration of the world,;
and in Imami Islam, it is associated with historical justice and the
fulfillment of part of the divine promise before the Day of Judgment.
This diversity shows that raj'a is not merely a narrative or
eschatological belief but a reflection of each religion’s view of divine
justice, the nature of history, and the relationship between God and
humankind. A systematic comparison of the doctrine across the three
traditions is nonetheless lacking: studies in Iran have mostly examined
raj'a within Shi'i theology, while Western scholarship has focused on
resurrection in the Hebrew Bible or the second coming in the New
Testament, without relating them to the Islamic tradition or to divine
justice. The central question of this study is how raj'a reflects different
models of divine justice in the three Abrahamic religions and what
kind of justice each articulates through it. The study aims to analyze
the place of raj'a within divine justice, to identify its similarities and
differences across the three traditions, and to explain how its
mechanisms are reflected in distinct models of divine justice.
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Literature Review

Research on raj'a in the Abrahamic religions has been fragmented and
confined to particular aspects of the doctrine. Within Islamic studies,
Salimiyan analyzes the lexical and technical meaning of raj'a and
distinguishes it from transmigration and resurrection, and Nik-Tab'
examines its rational and scriptural possibility and necessity in
relation to the Imamate and Mahdism, while classical works by al-
Kulayni, al-Sadiiq, and al-Mufid emphasize its role in realizing
historical justice. On Christianity, Qasemi Qomi analyzes the biblical
foundations of the second coming of Christ, and Qasemnezhad
examines the relationship between resurrection, return, and the
Kingdom of God in the New Testament. Western scholarship has read
resurrection in Daniel, Isaiah, and Ezekiel in light of Israel’s
restoration and God’s covenantal faithfulness, and has studied the
second coming within Catholic, Orthodox, Protestant, and millenarian
theology. Berenjkar compares prophecies of return in the Torah, the
Gospels, and the Qur’an. These studies, however, remain largely intra-
traditional, and none examines the three key components of raj'a,
namely its meaning, its theological consequences, and its reflection in
models of divine justice, in an integrated comparative framework. The
present study seeks to fill this gap.

Methodology

The study adopts a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach
based on the sacred texts of the three Abrahamic religions, namely the
Torah and the Prophetic Books, the New Testament, and the Qur’an
together with Imami traditions, as well as exegetical sources and
contemporary scholarship. The concept of raj'a is first examined in
each religion through primary sources; shared and distinctive elements
are then identified through content analysis. In the comparative phase,
raj'a is analyzed in terms of its role in explaining divine justice along
three axes: the historical or cosmic nature of return, the scope of
divine justice, and the locus of its realization. This makes it possible to
evaluate the models of covenantal, cosmic, and historical justice.

Conclusion

The analysis shows that raj'a, despite differences in form and
historical context, plays a central role in realizing divine justice in all
three traditions. It is not merely an individual or philosophical belief
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but part of each religion’s broader theological mechanism for
responding to human actions, restoring moral and historical order, and
fulfilling divine promises. In each tradition, it responds to the gap
between divine promises and historical reality, is oriented toward the
future fulfillment of those promises, and has collective as well as
individual dimensions.

The traditions differ, however, in the nature, scope, and locus of
justice. In Judaism, raj'a has a historical-ethnic character: it realizes
covenantal justice, expressing God’s faithfulness to His covenant with
Israel, and consolidates the identity and historical promises of the
people. In Christianity, the second coming of Christ is a cosmic and
trans-historical event that marks the final stage of redemptive, Christ-
centered justice, universal in scope and realized at the end of history.
In Imami Islam, raj'a belongs to a system of moral, historical, penal,
and promise-based justice: a group of believers and oppressors return
before the Day of Judgment, so that justice is realized in two stages,
partly within history and fully at the Resurrection.

These differences reflect three models of the relationship between
God and history: a covenantal-historical model in Judaism, an
eschatological-cosmic model in Christianity, and a gradual-historical
model in Imami Islam, corresponding to covenantal, eschatological,
and stage-wise conceptions of sacred time. In all three, raj'a responds
to the tension between the historical experience of injustice and the
promise of divine justice, ensuring that history is neither purposeless
nor beyond divine judgment. By integrating the historical and
eschatological dimensions, the Imami formulation offers a more
complex account of the relationship between human action, morality,
and the realization of justice in the world, treating divine justice not
only as the end of history but as an active force that shapes it.

Keywords: Raj'a; Divine Justice; Judaism; Christianity; Shi'i Islam.
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