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Abstract

The issue of eternal punishment in hell is among those topics that have
sparked significant debate among Shiite and Sunni philosophers and
theologians. Although some Qur'anic verses explicitly indicate eternal
punishment, figures such as lbn Arabi consider eternal punishment
impossible. Some scholars, like Mulla Sadra, acknowledge its
possibility but doubt its occurrence, while others, like Allameh
Tabataba'i, accept both the possibility and occurrence of eternal
punishment. The main challenge underlying these differing views,
which even impacts the interpretation of some of God's names and
attributes, is the perceived contradiction between eternal punishment
and God's mercy. The argument is that God's encompassing mercy
includes all creatures, preventing them from remaining in hell and
being punished forever. How, then, can one assert that eternal
punishment directly relates to God's vast mercy? This research,
conducted using descriptive and analytical methods and referencing
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written sources, arrives at the following conclusions: Eternal
punishment in hell is explicitly stated in the Qur'an and cannot be
interpreted otherwise. Eternal punishment does not contradict God's
all-encompassing mercy but is, in fact, a necessity and manifestation
of it. God bestows upon individuals what they are predisposed to and
need for their ultimate misfortune, which is the realization of their
wickedness to its fullest extent and its transformation into a permanent
state. If the effect of such a state is eternal punishment, it does not
contradict God's general mercy but is itself a manifestation of His
mercy, a necessity and a consequence of it.

Keywords: Eternal punishment, eternity, eternity in punishment,
eternity in hell, Allameh Tabataba'i, Ibn Arabi, Ibn Qayyim.
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Introduction

The concept of eternity in punishment is one of the complex and
significant challenges explicitly mentioned in the Qur'an, and as such,
it has always been the subject of extensive analysis and interpretation
by various scholars of Islamic sciences. The main question is: How
can God, with His vast mercy that encompasses all things, condemn a
servant to eternal punishment in hell for worldly sins? Can it be
accepted that a God whose mercy prevails over His other attributes
would burn His servants in hell forever? In response to this question,
Allameh Tabataba'i, one of the most important Shiite scholars in the
fields of exegesis and philosophy, holds a different view on the
matter. Following this, the perspectives of Ibn Qayyim, Mulla Sadra,
and lbn Arabi will be investigated.

Literature Review
Among the articles written on this topic are Critique and Review of
the Reasons for the Cessation of Hell's Punishment according to Ibn
Arabi and Mulla Sadra by Seyed Ahmad Dibaji; Eternity in
Punishment (A Review of the Views of Sadr al-Muta’allehin) by
Hossein Negareh; The Eternity of the Disbelievers in Hell’s
Punishment An Examination of the Views of Feyz Kashani and
Allameh Tabataba'i by Maryam Khoshdel Rohani; An Analysis of the
Eternity of the Hereafter’s Punishment from Mulla Sadra’s
Perspective and Its Comparison with Qur'anic Verses and Narrations
by Mohammad Hossein Dehghani Mahmoudabadi; and A Critique
and Review of Human Eternity in Hell’s Punishment from the
Perspective of Ibn Arabi and Imam Khomeini by Reza Bani Asadi.
The distinctive feature of the present research is that it thoroughly
examines the issue of eternity in hell’s punishment scientifically, with
minimal influence from human emotions and sentiments. It first
interprets God's mercy in a way that befits the Almighty, then
provides a precise interpretation of punishment and how it occurs in
the afterlife, and finally evaluates the relationship between God's
mercy and punishment.
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Research Methodology

The research follows a descriptive-analytical approach, and the data
collection method is library-based. We have consulted Arabic and
Persian sources available in libraries, as well as software and websites,
to gather relevant opinions. These viewpoints have been presented in
the research and subsequently subjected to fundamental scrutiny and
analysis, with a focus on examining and interpreting the collected
data.

Findings

Allameh Tabataba'i refers to multiple Qur'anic verses that confirm
eternal punishment for some sinners. According to explicit statements
in the Qur'an, some inhabitants of Hell will remain there eternally.
Numerous narrations from the Infallible Imams (peace be upon them)
also support this concept. In the Qur'an, God Almighty states about
the eternity of some Hell-dwellers: "axis &ihe 2413 gk Gun LA ah s 3"
(Ma'idah, 37). The reasons for eternity in hell include the evil and
sinful intentions of its inhabitants, the alignment of their deeds and
intentions with eternal punishment, and the presence of many verses
and narrations that indicate the eternity of some Hell-dwellers.
Allameh Tabataba'i asserts that eternal punishment in Hell is a definite
matter, and he supports this with rational arguments as well.

To explain the connection between God's mercy and eternal
punishment, he presents two premises. The first is the meaning of
God's general mercy, and the second is the meaning of God's specific
mercy. Based on these two premises, Allameh Tabataba'i believes that
eternal punishment in Hell not only does not contradict God's vast
mercy, but is a necessity of it. This is because disbelievers and those
who walk the path of misery and deviation are excluded from God's
specific mercy by their very nature. It is impossible for God's specific
mercy to apply to someone who has completely strayed from the path
of guidance. Here, two objections are addressed. The first is lbn
Arabi's objection to eternal punishment, which argues that the purpose
of punishment is the relief of the one inflicting it. The punisher
transfers their pain and suffering to the one being punished. However,
God is free from such attributes and feels no pain or suffering.
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Therefore, neither eternal nor temporary punishment can be attributed
to God. In response to this objection, it is argued that eternal
punishment is related to the misery of the punished individual and a
specific type of human existence. The agent of the afterlife’s
punishments is the soul of the punished person, and eternal
punishment is not directly attributed to God. Divine punishment is not
a form of vengeance; rather, it is severe recompense for transgression
and disobedience. This form of revenge can be attributed to God
without entailing the issues raised by lbn Arabi.

Another objection raised is the disproportionality between the
crime and the eternal punishment. How can a human be punished for
thousands of years for a sin that at most lasts 100 years? Punishment
should be proportionate to the crime. Disbelievers and tyrants should
be punished in accordance with their sins, not eternally.

In response, we say that the principle of proportionality between
crime and punishment applies to social and contractual punishments.
In genetic punishments (consequences of actions), proportionality is
not relevant. It is similar to someone who pierces their own eye with a
needle and becomes permanently blind. The punishment of Hell is a
genetic punishment, not a contractual one. Worldly sins cause the
emergence of a "specific form suited for punishment”. These forms
are immaterial and eternal, and thus the punishment in Hell is also
eternal. The punishment is not the effect of a limited sin, but rather the
result of an "immaterial and unlimited form", which is why the
punishment is also unlimited.

Conclusion

Regarding the relationship between God's mercy and eternal
punishment, from Allameh Tabataba'i's (may God have mercy on him)
perspective, the most important point is the precise definition of
mercy, punishment, and the application of these two to God Almighty.
If God's mercy is interpreted as an attribute similar to human
emotions, and punishment is seen as an act stemming from God's
anger, then any attempt to relate these two attributes will lead to error.
This is because such an interpretation of God involves a flaw in His
holy essence. For example, lbn Arabi erred in his interpretation of
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God's mercy by considering punishment merely a means to satisfy the
anger of the punisher. On the other hand, if the punishment of Hell is
interpreted solely as a social or contractual punishment for the wicked
deeds of sinners, and the genetic connection between actions, evil
dispositions, and the punishment of the afterlife is overlooked, the
issue of disproportionality between crime and punishment arises, as
Ibn Qayyim and others have encountered. Therefore, the key issue
addressed in this research is Allameh Tabataba'i's precise explanation
of the two elements in question: mercy and punishment. God's mercy
is the bestowal of what is appropriate to the complete capacity of the
creature, and punishment is the imposition of forms that are suited to
the nature of the sinful soul. If the soul is eternally prepared to receive
punishment, then God's mercy requires that these forms of punishment
be granted. Hence, it can be concluded that there is a direct
relationship between God's mercy and eternal punishment in Hell.
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