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Abstract

Proof of God's existence is a core theological question. Theologians
and philosophers have long strived to answer it, leaving their
achievements in written works. This essay examines the proofs
offered by Shiite theologians Shaykh Sadouq, Shaykh Mofid, and
Khwaja Nasir al-Tusi (peace be upon them). It employs a library-
based data collection method and a descriptive, analytical, and critical
approach to analyze these proofs. After collecting their views, the data
is classified and compiled. The essay then analyzes the views,
explaining their commonalities and differences. Finally, it offers
critical points and reaches a key conclusion. While all three
theologians base their arguments on numerous proofs (Fitra, Pay the
potential penalty, teleological arguments, occurrence, motion,
possibility and necessity), Khwaja Nasir's contribution and the
strength of his arguments are considered to be greater than those of
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Shaykh Sadouq and Shaykh Mofid, with Shaykh Mofid's contribution
surpassing Shaykh Sadouq's. However, most of their arguments have
been further developed by later Shiite theologians and philosophers.
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1. Introduction

The most basic debate in Islamic theology is the debate of proving the
existence of God. In this path, reason and narration are considered two
main sources; but the verbal method of each theologian may be
different in benefiting from these sources. Therefore, it is very
important to study the verbal method of theologians in proving
existence, because while knowing how much each of them benefits
from reason and narration, the points of commonality and difference
of each of the methods are also clarified, and in this regard, in a way
finds it versatile and practical. And it enables man to answer doubts in
accordance with the time.

Proof of God's existence is a core theological question.
Theologians and philosophers have long strived to answer it, leaving
their achievements in written works. This essay examines the proofs
offered by Shiite theologians Shaykh Sadouq, Shaykh Mofid, and
Khwaja Nasir al-Tusi (peace be upon them).

First, the research findings of the written works of three prominent
Shiite theologians are mentioned, and in the second step, the research
findings are categorized and the similarities and differences of the proofs
of Allah in the works are discussed, and finally, a discussion is done. And
each piece of evidence will be analyzed.

2. Literature Review

In terms of research background, among the researches related to the
subject of this article, the following two can be mentioned: 1)
Comparative cognitive methodology of theological thought by Sadouq
and Mofid, compiled by Niazi and Mahmoudi (2006) and 2) Analysis
and investigation of the relationship between reason and hadith in
thought of Sheikh Sadouq, written by Mehrania et al. (2014), but these
researches have only examined the theological method of theologians
in a general and brief way, while the present research tries to have a
comprehensive and detailed look at the theological method of Sheikh
Sadouq, Sheikh Mofid and Khawaja Nasir and compare their methods.
Also, the critical analysis of each of the arguments used by three
prominent Imami theologians is the second approach of this article
and has been researched as much as possible in this essay.

3. Methodology
It employs a library-based data collection method and a descriptive,



Spring & Summer 2024| No.8 | Vol. 5| Shi’a Comparative Theology| 10

analytical, and critical approach to analyze these proofs. After
collecting their views, the data is classified and compiled.

4. Conclusion
The achievements of this research can be organized as follows:

Examining the works of Sheikh Sadouq relies on narrations to
prove the existence of God, although his theological method is often
accompanied by quoting hadiths; however, the selection of hadiths, the
arrangement of hadiths, and the expression and solution of problems all
show that he benefited from the rational method. But it has not been far
from intellectual issues. However, Mofid and Khwaja Nasir Tusi,
unlike Sadouq, avoid narrating traditions directly and mostly use
rational arguments and terms to prove God, and Khwaja Nasir's
arguments in proving God are completely philosophical. In his works,
he mentions the proof of the existence of the world. Also, the different
interpretations of the proof of possibility and obligation show the
precedence of this proof over other proofs in proving God in his eyes.

All three Shiite theologians have used the two reasons of
occurrence, possibility and obligation, and Sheikh Sadouqg and Khwaja
Nasir have used the proof of movement, and only Sheikh Sadouq has
held on to the three reasons of nature, the possible repulsion of the
eagle, and the order of the world.

Most of the arguments of the three theologians, due to the
promotion of theological and philosophical issues, were objected to by
the Shiite philosophers, especially Mulla Sadra, in the following
centuries, and finally, they completed it.

Some of the problems raised by contemporary authors, especially
in rejecting the possible argument of repulsion of the eagle, face
serious problems.

While all three theologians base their arguments on numerous
proofs (Fitra, Pay the potential penalty, teleological arguments,
occurrence, motion, possibility and necessity), Khwaja Nasir's
contribution and the strength of his arguments are considered to be
greater than those of Shaykh Sadouq and Shaykh Mofid, with Shaykh
Mofid's contribution surpassing Shaykh Sadouq's. However, most of
their arguments have been further developed by later Shiite
theologians and philosophers.
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