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Abstract
Discussing nature and its requirements as a common feature among all

human beings is of particular importance. Proving the existence of
God based on nature has always been one of the challenging concerns
of thinkers throughout history. The upcoming research has identified
the role of nature in proving God's existence based on the thought
system of Descartes and Shahabadi with an analytical-comparative
method. By examining the thought system of both thinkers, a kind of
affinity between their statements is observed, which provides the
possibility of a comparative study. In this regard, after expressing the
points of commonality and difference in the opinions of both thinkers,
the comparison of two points of view has been made. Nature is one of
the aspects of commonality and the claim of separation of reason and
faith, the difference in the foundations of epistemology and ontology
is one of the most important aspects of the difference in the opinions
of these two thinkers. By comparing the aspects of commonality and
difference, it can be said that in Descartes' view, natural things are
things that belong to true knowledge. The concept of God is one of
these concepts that the intellect is naturally aware of. On the other
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hand, Shahabadi considers nature to be the form of human existence,
and therefore, in addition to emphasizing the foundations of
epistemology that Descartes discussed, he also paid attention to the
foundations of ontology. Therefore, many of the problems of
Descartes' philosophy are not observed in Shahabadi's intellectual
system.

Keywords: Argument of Nature, Descartes, Shahabadi, Adaptation,
Reason, Love.
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1. Introduction

The problem of knowing the existence of God and ways to prove his
existence is a problem that has occupied the minds of thinkers for a
long time. The application of nature and natural knowledge is among
the components that have been taken into consideration in this
direction. In fact, nature as a common feature among all human beings
is of special importance, which has not been discussed and
investigated as it deserves. Therefore, proving the existence of God
based on this common feature among all human beings is of great
value and can be accepted and discussed by all human beings.
Descartes, the father of new philosophy in the Western world, and
Hakim, Shahabadi the philosopher of nature in the Islamic world have
presented innovative and thought-provoking theories in the area of
proving God's existence based on the principle of nature. Descartes,
observing the originality of reason and subjectivism in his
epistemological theories, proved the existence of God on the basis of
clear and distinct natural concepts in the minds of rationalists. Hakim
Shahabadi has also prepared evidence to prove the existence of God
by applying natural sciences in the two fields of perceptions and
tendencies. The possibility of a comparative study between two
theories based on the affinity between them and the provision of a
common language and the expression of their commonalities and
differences is a basis for a research in which the advantages and
disadvantages of both ideas can be examined and judged. Therefore,
in this article, keeping in mind the different intellectual foundations in
the intellectual body and structure of Descartes and Shahabadi, and
with the concern of focusing on the discovery of the truth, which is the
goal of every philosophical system, an attempt has been made to
analyze and compare the nature of natural theology in both
perspectives.

2. Literature Review

In terms of the background of the research, we can refer to some
articles that have dealt with the problem of nature in the thought of
Descartes and Shahabadi. "Criticism of Descartes' trademark proof
regarding the proof of God's existence™ Ghafari, Hossein, (1386),
Tehran University Faculty of Literature and Humanities Journal,
Volume 58, Number 5, pp. 179-192. This article is a part of the
objections of one of Descartes' contemporaries. Pierre Gassandi has
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discussed the theory of proof of God through the concept of God and
the perfection of lightness and then compares it with the proof of
nature in Islamic philosophy. "Explaining the Place of Nature in
Descartes' Theology and its Relationship with the Proof of Nature in
Islamic Thought" the mentioned article, while examining the meaning
of nature and natural concepts, explains the place of nature in
Descartes' theology and examines the relationship between his natural
reasoning and the famous proof of nature in Islamic thought. The
article "The place of nature in Hakim Shahabadi's epistemological
system™ Ghafourinejad, Mohammad, (1396), Irfan Research Journal,
Volume 9, Number 17, 153-168 proves the basic principles of religion
(affirmation of obligation, prophethood, and universal imamate and
resurrection) based on the requirements of nature, references to the
requirements of nature in some philosophical topics (negation of
nature, spatiality, physicality, etc.) and also psychology, and presents
a comprehensive analysis of the innateness of religion and adherence
to the requirements of nature for conduct and self-improvement.
"Comparative study of the theology of René Descartes and Allameh
Tabatabai”, Monfard, Mahdi, Amannejad, Hamid, (1396) Thought of
Allameh Tabatabai, fourth year, number 6. pp. 29-52. In this article,
Descartes' two natural and existential arguments to prove God have
been examined in a comparative way with the two proofs of Fitrah and
the Siddigeen of Allameh Tabataba'i. The difference between the
previous article and the aforementioned articles is that none of them
has exclusively used a comparative approach to examine Descartes'
and Shahabadi's views regarding the proof of God's existence based
on natural requirements. According to the search, no research has been
done on this topic so far, and the present research is innovative in this
regard.

3. Methodology

The upcoming research has been done by the analytical-comparative
method. In this way, first by analyzing the nature theory of Descartes
and Shahabadi, a kind of affinity between their statements was
observed in a way that provided the possibility of a comparative study.
In this regard, after expressing the points of commonality and
difference in the opinions of both thinkers, the reconciliation of the
two views has been done.
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4. Conclusion

The discussion of the nature and the proof of the existence of God
based on it derives its basis from the structure of epistemology and
ontology in different intellectual groups. Descartes as a representative
of the Western thinker and Hakim Shahabadi as a Muslim philosopher
believed in the natural sciences and presented arguments to prove the
existence of God based on the principle of nature. In this article, an
attempt was made to make a comparative comparison, which does not
only mean to express the commonalities and differences of the two
ideas, between the two thinkers of the Western world and Islam.
Based on this, the possibility of dialogue between the parties, which is
necessary for comparative research, was provided between them, and
the advantages and disadvantages of each idea were discussed with a
view to discovering the truth and knowing for sure, which is the
ultimate goal of a philosopher. The originality of reason and the
centrality of mathematics in Descartes' view prompted him to consider
the two criteria of clarity and distinction in order to gain certain
knowledge. Among the division of concepts presented by him, natural
things are things that belong to true knowledge. Among these
concepts is the concept of God, which the intellect is aware of in a
natural and advanced way over experience and sense. He has prepared
his argument based on the same principles. On the other hand, Hakim
Shahabadi offers a different interpretation of nature and innate
knowledge. Unlike Descartes, he considers nature to be the form and
structure of a human being and one of the essentials of his physical
existence. Therefore, in addition to theorizing in the field of
epistemology that Descartes had discussed, he also paid attention to
the basics of ontology. For this reason, many of the problems of
Descartes' philosophy, such as the quality of the relationship between
the soul and the body, and the problems of the existence of actual
natural concepts in the human mind, which cause the creative power
and abstraction of the mind to be ignored, are not observed in
Shahabadi's intellectual system. It should also be noted that Shahabadi
emphasizes more on the aspect of innate perceptions and innate
tendencies in his argument. The application of this research is because
Descartes' and Shahabadi's innate theology has been made clear and
distinct based on the foundations of each one's thinking, and it has
expressed the position and value of the element of nature as a common
thing among all humans in recognizing and proving the existence of



Spring & Summer 2024| No.8 | Vol. 5| Shi’a Comparative Theology| 104

God. In addition, looking at the shortcomings of Descartes' proof of
nature, the richness and comprehensiveness of Shahabadi's proof of
nature in proving the existence of God, which is the essence of present
knowledge, was clarified. So that it can be said that Shahabadi's
theory made man aware of the distinct and real God, and Descartes'
theory only leads to the proof of a mental God.
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