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Abstract

The issue of Imamate and Caliphate in the cultures of Imami Shi‘a and
Sunni Islam is considered one of the key and contentious topics. This
article presents a comparative analysis of the nature, foundations, and
characteristics of Imamate from the perspectives of two theologians:
Qadi Abd al-Jabbar al-Bagillani from the Ash'ari Sunni tradition and
Allama Hilli from the Twelver Shi‘a tradition. After examining and
comparing their views, the findings indicate that the interpretations
and beliefs of these two theologians differ significantly regarding the
issue of Imamate. Qadi al-Bagillani considers the obligation of the
Imam to be a religious duty rather than a rational one and
fundamentally views the discussion of Imamate as a subsidiary
jurisprudential matter. In contrast, Allama Hilli asserts that the
discussion of Imamate is a theological issue and that the appointment
of the Imam is divinely ordained. Consequently, from al-Bagillani's
perspective and that of most Sunnis, the Imam is a governmental
figure with both worldly authority and the responsibility to preserve
and implement religion. This leads to differences in the nature,
theoretical foundations, and specific instances of Imamate as reflected
in the personal characteristics and attributes of the Imam. The present
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article, employing a documentary method along with data processing
and aimed at elucidating the true concept of the Imam'’s existential
reality and examining their attributes as the successor of the Prophet
Muhammad, has been collected and organized.

Keywords: Imamate, Caliphate, Imami Shi‘a, Ash‘arites, Nature,
Foundations, Allama Hilli, Qadi al-Bagillani.
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Introduction

The topic of Imamate and Caliphate has evolved over time and holds a
deep-rooted place in the history of Islamic thought, accompanied by
various perspectives. However, this issue is not merely a historical
debate confined to a significant event in Islamic history; it possesses
multiple dimensions and aspects, or in other words, it is a term
encompassing input, process, and output factors. This issue has a
decisive connection with the doctrinal, social, ethical, and political life
of the Islamic community (Rabani Golpayegani, 2014: 18), which
becomes clearer through the explanation of the nature of Imamate and
the characteristics of the Imam. Thus, the issue of Imamate is one of
the fundamental theological discussions that has garnered the attention
of prominent and distinguished Islamic theologians. No other religious
matter has sparked as much disagreement among Islamic sects and
schools of thought as the issue of Imamate. This fundamental issue
has split Muslims into two major branches: Shi‘a and Sunni. While the
concept of Imamate and Caliphate is accepted by both sects, the
differing views on the definition and nature of the Imam, as well as
the method of selecting the Imam within the community, have created
significant divergence.

In other words, this article aims to elucidate that the disagreement
between Shi‘a and Sunni on the issue of Imamate is not merely about
specific instances but fundamentally concerns the concept and essence
of the Imam. To support this claim, it is evident that Sunnis, by
limiting the characteristics of the Imam and Caliph within the
community, have faced internal disagreements regarding the selection
of the Imam. This work endeavors to review all available theological
texts by Qadi Abd al-Jabbar al-Bagillani, a prominent Ash'ari
theologian of the 5th century, and Allama Hilli, a renowned Imami
theologian of the 8th century, on the topics of Imamate and Caliphate.
These two scholars are considered pioneers in their respective Ash'ari
and Imami schools of thought, and their analytical views have been
respected by other scholars during their time and beyond.

This article seeks to address several fundamental questions within
the domain of Imamate: How do Allama Hilli and Qadi al-Bagillani
define and evaluate the conceptual and practical nature and
characteristics of the Imam? What are their perspectives on the
selection or appointment of the Imam within the community, and
which viewpoint aligns more closely with reason and innate
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disposition (conscience)? Although there has been research on
Imamate from both Sunni and Twelver Shi‘a perspectives, this study
adopts a different approach by comparatively analyzing the nature and
characteristics of the Imam-Caliph from Qadi's viewpoint and
critiquing these findings in relation to Allama Hilli's perspectives.
This comparative analysis fills a research gap, as no prior studies have
comprehensively addressed this specific topic and concept.

Research Background

The issue of Imamate and Caliphate is a prominent subject in
theological and doctrinal debates, with renowned Shi‘a scholars
conducting extensive analyses and producing numerous works on the
topic. Some notable contributions include:

Article: "Analysis of Practical Rational Methods in Proving
Imamate from the Perspective of Allama Hilli with Emphasis on the
Book ‘Alfayn™ by Moslem Mohammadi and Elham Beshkar,
published in the Theological Research Quarterly, Issue 32, 2021. This
article focuses on the practical rational methods used by Allama Hilli
to prove the concept of Imamate.

Master's Thesis: "The Theory of Imamate in the Political Thought
of Allama Hilli and lbn Taymiyyah" by Hassanali Qolizadeh, 2000.
This research adopts a comparative approach to explore the political
thought on Imamate, its characteristics, and the conditions of a
legitimate Imam, without delving into the philosophical and
ontological aspects of the subject.

Thesis: "The Superiority of the Imam from the Perspective of
Allama Hilli and Fazel Qushji" by Roghayeh Yousefi Soteh from Al-
Zahra University, 2013. This thesis addresses the concept and instance
of the Imam'’s superiority but does not examine the various dimensions
of the Imamate issue comprehensively.

Article: "Imamate from the Perspective of Allama Hilli and Fazl
ibn Ruzbahan with Emphasis on the Book 'Nahj al-Haq wa Ibtaal al-
Batil™ by Nasser Shabani and Mostafa Soleimani, published in the
Comparative Theology Journal, Issue 3, 2020. This study provides a
comparative overview of Imamate but only with a general approach to
the subject.

Study: "The Concept and Position of Imamate in Islamic Thought
(Imamiya, Mu'tazila, and Ash'ari)" by Rahim Habibollahi. This work
does not provide a detailed comparative evaluation of the nature,
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foundations, and characteristics of the Imam from the perspectives of
two prominent theologians, Allama Hilli and Qadi Abd al-Jabbar al-
Baqillani.

While these studies contribute valuable insights, the present
research distinguishes itself by offering a detailed comparative
analysis of the nature, foundations, and characteristics of the Imam,
specifically from the perspectives of Qadi al-Bagillani, a prominent
Ash‘ari theologian of the 5th century, and Allama Hilli, a renowned
Imami theologian of the 8th century. This approach addresses a gap in
the existing literature by thoroughly examining the theological views
of these two influential scholars.
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