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Abstract

The issue of the unity of existence is one of the key topics in Islamic
theology, mysticism, and philosophy. It is the central subject in
mystical thought and one of the most controversial issues in the
history of Islamic theology and mysticism, even among Western
scholars. Almost all other discussions around mysticism and theology
in some way return to this issue. Some theologians, such as
Mohammad Taher Qomi and Mirlohi, were fundamentally opposed to
the ideas of mystics. On the other hand, scholars like Sayyed Haydar
Amoli, Feyz Kashani, and Mulla Sadra sought to use mystical theories
in interpreting religious texts. The late Allameh Mohammad Bagir
Majlisi adopted a middle-ground approach between these two groups
of scholars. In his engagement with the leading figures of mysticism,
he accepted their mystical interpretations based on the school of the

The present article is taken from the doctoral thesis of Islamic Mysticism, Azad
University, Research Sciences Department.

*Corresponding Author: maryamh1343@gmail.com

How to Cite: Vakili, H., Hassaneini, M. (2024). The Idea of the Unity of Existence
in the Thought of Sayyed Haydar Amoli (Mystical Monotheism) and Its Comparison
with the Views of Allama Maijlisi Theologians (Theological Monotheism). Biannual
Journal of Research in Shi’a Comparative Theology. 5 (8). 71-98. DOI:
10.22054/jcst.2024.76447.1135

PRESS

Original Research

Received: 01/11/2023

Accepted: 03/09/2024

elSSN: 2717-1116 ISSN: 2717-1108


https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6969-689x
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-8328-9190

Spring & Summer 2024| No.8 | Vol. 5| Shi’a Comparative Theology| 72

Shiite Imams. This article compares the mystical monotheism of
Sayyed Haydar Amoli with the theological monotheism of Allameh
Majlisi and attempts to present a coherent and comprehensible
understanding of the unity of existence theory.

Keywords: Theoretical Mysticism, Theology, Allameh Majlisi,
Sayyed Haydar Amoli, Unity of Existence, Ibn Arab.
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1- Introduction

The issue of the unity of existence is considered one of the important
issues in the field of theology, mysticism, and Islamic philosophy. It is
considered the most central issue in mystical thinking and one of the
most controversial issues in the history of Islamic philosophy and
mysticism even among Western researchers. And almost all other
discussions about mysticism and the word, somehow return to this
issue. In all religions, there is a strong feeling and belief in God's
glory or might.

Man is nothing in God's presence, he is a sinful and hidden
existence from his God, who in his defiled and unforgiven state,
deserves the title of "tyranny and ignorance”. With this description, it
is blasphemy and in fact, pure blasphemy to claim unity in the same
sense as one's God. Between God and man, and between God and the
world, there is a difference.

2- Discussion

This article has done a comparative study between Seyyed Haider
Emali's mystical monotheism and Allameh Maijlesi's theological
monotheism, and tried to provide a correct and understandable view of
the theory of the unity of existence. In this research, the thoughts of
the existential unity of Seyyed Haider Amoli have come together, and
have been tried to show that Seyyed Haider, a philosopher is a mystic
who is included in the religion of unity of existence.

Seyyed Haider in Jame al-Asrar, which is one of his oldest and
most exquisite works, expressed the unity of mysticism and Shiism,
and in the course of the discussion, the truth of monotheism was first
discussed. There have been objections to the beliefs of mystics,
especially the belief in the unity of existence. Some have even
excommunicated mystics for expressing such ideas; because they
considered such an opinion to be contradictory to divine teachings.

Majlisi's most important criticism of Muhyiddin Arabi is based on
his exaggeration of the theory of the unity of existence. Therefore,
according to necessity, at the beginning, the opinions of Allameh
Majlisi and other famous theologians against this theory were
examined and explained. In this way, it is clear why theologians and
jurists, both Islamic and non-Islamic, oppose the theory of the unity of
existence. It became clear that the weight of the matter and its lack of
clarity and the false expression of some of the ignorance of the
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claimants of mysticism and the high acceptance of some minds were
among the main reasons for denying this theory.

It is correct that those who do not have knowledge should not
comment on such a deep matter, and those who do not understand the
meaning of mystics should not accuse them of disbelief and atheism.
And it is fair to declare ignorance instead of excommunication and
disbelief. A group of theologians such as Mohammad Taher Qomi and
Mirlohi were fundamentally opposed to the mystics' thought. On the
other hand, scholars such as Seyyed Haider Amoli, Faiz Kashani, and
Mulla Sadra sought to use mystical theories in the interpretation of
religious texts. The late Allama Muhammad Baqir Majlisi adopted the
middle view of two groups of Shia mystics and theologians and in
dealing with the thought of the great Islamic mystics, he accepted the
principle of their mystical interpretation based on the school of Shia
imams.

3. Research Method

This article, with a descriptive, analytical, and library method, has
done a comparative study between Seyyed Haider Emali's mystical
monotheism and Allameh Majlesi's theological monotheism, and tried
to provide a correct and understandable view of the unity of existence
theory.

Generally speaking, the criticisms of the opponents of mysticism
and the theory of the unity of existence of lbn Arabi and especially
Allameh Majlesi as a representative of the flow of Islamic theology
include two parts of mystical opinions, great mystics and common
Sufi customs. The sages of Nazari mysticism, from Hallaj to Rumi,
are severely criticized by him for their deviations in their beliefs.

Predestination and the elimination of religious duties and
religious worship are two important categories in the works of some
scholars of theoretical mysticism, which have caused the proponents
of this belief and its promoters to be criticized by Majlisi.

By reducing the basis of Islamic mysticism to asceticism, he has
applied a reductionist view to Shia mysticism. Based on this, he is not
only opposed to the mystical understanding of religious teachings, but
as it can be seen from his works, he is willing to interpret the mystical
hadiths of Shia imams and Shia teachings, and even he has used some
terms of theoretical mysticism.
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4- Conclusion

In summary, Amoli, like lbn Arabi, believes that existence is one and
that the multiplicity that is visible is the result of the descent of this
existence and its appearance in the levels of universes and worlds,
without contradicting what is characterized by unity in be the truth
and the essence of its essence. And as it was stated, the late Allameh
Muhammad Baqir Majlesi adopted the middle view of two groups of
Shia mystics and theologians, and in dealing with the thought of the
great Islamic mystics, he accepted the principle of their mystical
interpretation based on the school of Shia imams.
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